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Iowa Statewide lnteroperable Communications Systems Board
2l 5 Easl 7th Street. Suite 450
Des Moines. Iowa 503'l 9

Ret Lctter of Support for Sub-Regional I'actical Talk Grouos on ISICS

Dear ISICSB:

The saftty of our lirst responders is'l'he Polk County Law Entbrcement Executives Associatiott's
(P[.EXA) top priority and communication is an essential parl of that goal. Radio communicatiou

and intcroperabilitl also allows first responders to provide the prol'essional service our residents

expect and deservc. 'l'he members of PLEXA have been working on how to improvc
contntunication bctween the three radios systcnrs in the mctro area (Polk County, Des Moines. and

WestCom). Our members *,outd like to suggest multiple Sub-Regional 'l'actical Talk Groups fbr
the metro area. We urgc the lowa Statewide Interoperable Comnrunications System Board (ISICS)

to approve and intplement multiplc Sub-Regional Tactical Talk Groups within Region I lor Polk

County. Des Moines. and WestCom radio systems.

We bclieve that allowing Sub-Regional Talk Groups would improve local interoperability betwecn

the thrce radio systems to ease the cl.rallenges first responders face every day. The high volumc of
9l I calls and population density in the metro area often brings both law enforcement and fire fiom
the thrce radio systems together to assist one another during dangerous assignments. The talk
groups will provide our agcncics more efficient ways 1o coordinatc opcrations at thc sccnc of
cnrergcncies. 'l hcsc Sub-rcgional tactical talk groups '"vill also prevent metro radio traffic tion.r

impacting our regional parlners and uill reducc the butdcn on the statewide and/or regional tactical

talk groups.

The nrembers ol PLEXA ',r'ould like to thank the ISICS board fbr their work in improving the

interopcrability between the man) cnlergency conrmunication systems in Iowa and for considering
our proposal lbr multiple Sub-Regional Tactical 'falk Groups in the metro area.

Respcctfully.

Chair of Polk C6unty Lar.r' Ilnforcemcnt Exccutive Association
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